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The Irish Research Council and the Embassy of France in Ireland are 
very proud to celebrate more than 20 years of existence of the Ulysses 
scheme. They are delighted to see the programme remains a vibrant 
and dynamic ally for cooperation, with new funding partners taking part 
to the scheme: Eirgrid, Health Research Board and Sustainable Energy 
Authority Ireland in Ireland; Ademe, Inserm and RTE-France in France.

The Ulysses scheme attracts between 70 and 80 high-quality 
applications each year. All research areas are represented, from STEM 
to humanities and, after more than 20 years, there are a large number 
of success-stories illustrating the scheme’s success. 
This programme’s success shows the importance of the scientific 
collaboration between Ireland and France, with a wide array of Higher 
Education Institutions participating each year. 
Our ambition is also to include early-stage researchers and to allow 
them to visit other labs. This training dimension is crucial, and today, 
looking back on the last 20 years, we are delighted to see that Ulysses’ 
laureates have used their experience to further their careers and 
achieve prestigious positions in academia. 

We are sure that the coming years will provide even more examples of 
successful Franco-Irish partnerships!



A PROGRAMME FOR RESEARCH VISITS 
BETWEEN IRELAND AND FRANCE
The “Ulysses” programme is designed to support new research 
collaborations between Irish and French researchers. Named 
Ulysses after James Joyce’s famous novel, and as a celebration of 
the links between Ireland and France, the programme facilitates 
the exchange of innovative ideas and approaches along with the 
development via reciprocal visits of common research projects. 

In Ireland, Ulysses is currently funded and administered by the 
Irish Research Council. In France, it is funded by the French 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and is administered by the Embassy of 
France in Ireland in conjunction with Campus France, the French 
agency for international mobility.

Since 2019, projects are supported by the following strategic 
partners:
- Electricity transmission system operator Eirgrid and French-
based Réseau de Transport d’Electricité, to support suitably aligned 
research projects in the area of renewable energies and smart grids.
- The Health Research Board and Inserm, the French National 
Institute of Health and Medical Research, to support research 
projects in health.
- The Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland and Ademe, the 
French Environment and Energy Management Agency, in projects 
relating to climate change.

ULYSSES 
SCHEME



IMPACT OF THE ULYSSES SCHEME
In 2014 and 2015, both the French Embassy and the Irish Research 
Council conducted surveys among 2007-2014 laureates of the 
Ulysses scheme. 
According to these surveys,
- 83% of them co-signed scientific publications.
- 29% of the researchers have applied to European programmes 

(Horizon 2020) with high success rate.
- 80% of the researchers have indicated they have 

continued their research with their partner, through 
joint communications in symposia, researcher 
or student visits, organisation of conferences or 
seminars, etc.
Over all, the laureates agreed that the Ulysses 
scheme had helped develop new collaborations, in 

addition to supporting mobility and the exchange of 
skills and experience among early stage researchers. 

THE SCHEME  
The programme funds applications across all fields of research. 
Support is provided for short visits to partner institutions and covers 
travel and subsistence costs. 
Applications involving early stage researchers and/or proposals 
with European perspectives and impact will be favourably received. 
The programme offers grants of up to 2 x €2,500 to facilitate these 
reciprocal visits between Irish and French partners.
The call for projects is launched in May each year, the deadline being 
in September. 
Funding runs for a year, from the 1st January to 31st December.

“Obtaining the ITN 
is a way to bringing the 

links established within the 
compass of the Ulysses scheme 

to fruition.” 
Pascal Piveteau (INRA Bourgogne)
 Ulysses projet with Dr Cormac 

Grahan (University College 
Cork) in 2006.



AN OVERVIEW OF THE LAST TEN YEARS

ULYSSES IS 22 YEARS OLD!
Ulysses is in its twenty second year and with more 
than 600 researchers from France and Ireland 
funded under the scheme, Ulysses is a vibrant 
ally for research collaboration between our two 
countries. 

1997-2017: 
More than 600 

researchers were funded 
through the Ulysses scheme 

in a wide range of
 research domains

Funded research areas

Ulysses by French institutions

Breakdown by gender

Ulysses by Irish institutions



TESTIMONIALS FROM PREVIOUS LAUREATES

Limoges and Limerick make it to the stars!

Armelle Vardelle (Univ. Limoges) & Gordon 
Armstrong (Univ.xLimerick), laureates of 
the 2014 Ulysses scheme. Both teams are 
specialised in material sciences and are trying 
to tackle one of aeronautics’ main issues: the 
wear of certain materials.  
Their results led them to win the ANORAA 
award, to continued student exchanges and 
the setting-up of a double-degree between 
their two universities.

The Franco-Irish team in Limerick

Understanding the sun-earth connections
Peter Gallagher 
(Trinity College 
Dublin)  and Pietro 
Zucca (Observatory 
of Paris) obtained 
a Ulysses award in 
2016. 
The results of their 
work were published 
in the leading 
European journal in 
this field, Astronomy 
& Astrophysics and 
at the European 
Geophysical Union 
General Assembly in 
Vienna in April 2017. 
They have recently 

submitted a major proposal to Horizon 2020 to 
design the world’s largest low frequency solar 
radio telescope. 

The team in front 
of the Observatory of Paris

Exploring the deep seas

Olivier Thomas (Univ. Nice, now NUI Galway) 
and Grace McCormack (NUI Galway) secured a 
Ulysses grant in 2015 for their project in marine 
biotechnology. 
As a result of their collaboration, a LIA (inter-
national associated laboratory funded by the 
CNRS in France) between Brazil, France and 
Ireland was established and Olivier Thomas is 
now a visiting professor in NUI Galway.

Exploring the deep seas

Towards greenhouse gas reduction

Laurent Philippot (INRA Dijon) & Bryan Griffiths 
(Teagasc) obtained in 2010 a Ulysses award 
for their work on the role nitrogen plays in the 
increase of greenhouse effect.
The Ulysses scheme was the first step towards 
a more extensive collaboration: the funding of 
a post-doctoral position and the publication of 
an article in Nature Climate Change, within the 
compass of the European project EcoFinders.

In their laboratory



Research against cancer

Eric Chevet (INSERM) & Afshin Samali (NUI 
Galway) were laureates of the Ulysses scheme 
in 2009. Building on this first step, they 
obtained an ITN (a highly competitive European 
funding for networking), a RISE, funding for 
a postdoctoral position, the signing of an 
agreement between their two institutions 
to develop both students’ and researchers’ 
mobility and the creation of start-up.

Encouraging young researchers

Working against the AIDS-virus

Olivier Rohr (Strasbourg University) & Virginie 
Gautier (Univ. College Dublin) obtained  
Ulysses funding in 2014 for their project on 
the molecular mechanisms of HIV latency. 
Their collaboration led them to create a post-
doctoral position in UCD (funded for three 
years by a Health Research Board grant). They 
secured H2020 funding for their research 
consortium EU4HIVCURE. 

Virginie Gautier & her team in UCD

Manipulating fluids

 

Lucien Baldas (The Clément Ader Institute – 
INSA Toulouse) and David Newport (Stokes 
Research Institute of University Limerick) 
obtained Ulysses award in 2004. This led to the 
publication of three papers in international 
journals, an intervention in an international 
conference and, in 2014, the joint organisation 
of the 4th European Conference on 
Microfluidics held in Limerick.

David Newport, Lucien Baldas

Reshaping Cities

David Pontille (École des Mines in Paris) and 
Claudio Coletta (Maynooth University) secured 
a Ulysses grant in 2017. 
Their first workshop “Reshaping cities through 
data and experiments” took place in Maynooth 
University in May 2017, the second one will  
take place in Paris in October 2017.

Reshaping Cities



CONTACT INFORMATION
For the Irish side
Irish Research Council 
Ulysses Awards for Travel
3 Shelbourne Building, Crampton Avenue
Shelbourne Road
Ballsbridge, Dublin 4

www.research.ie
info@research.ie
Phone : +353 1 231 5000
Facebook & Twitter: @IrishResearch

For the French side 
Embassy of France

Cultural Service
Scientific section

66 Fitzwilliam Lane
Dublin 2

www.ambafrance-ie.org
science@ambafrance-ie.org

Phone: +353 1 277 5000
Facebook & Twitter @FranceinIreland

This is an edited version of the brochure jointly realised by the Embassy of France in Ireland 
and the Irish Research Council, on the occasion of the 20th anniversary of the Ulysses scheme.


